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REPORT  OF  THE  I/ISDICiiL  OPFIOER  OF  HEALTH  K)R  THE  YEAH  192j-3. 

■ - .1  /'  . Public  Health  Departaient, 

■ ■ ■ ■ -London  Road, 

HADLEIGH,  Essex# 

• ... 

To  the  Chaianan  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Benfleet.  ' ' ' ‘ ' 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Centlenon, 

I ha't'-e  the  honour  of  presenting  for  ybur‘' consideration  ny 
Fourteenth  .jmual  Report  on  the  health  and  s.anitary  circumstances  of  your 
Urban  District  for  the  year  1943# 

In  accordance  with  the  Iiinistry  of  Health-  Circular  10/44> 
of  the  15th  February,  1944^  this  is  intended  to  be  an  interim  renort  and, 
on  grounds  of  national  security,  as  instructed  in  ihis  Circular  afore- 
mentioned, certain  facts  and  figures  must  not  be  published. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  syrapathetio  consideration  and 
assistance  cf  the  Council  have  been  a great  help, 

I ani  especially  indebted  to  all  members-  of.:. the  staff  of 
the  department  for  their  loyal  oo-operation  and  assistance. 

I beg  to  reroain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

mmm  lorr/.ims. 

M.D.,  H.B. , Oh/B.,  P.R.S.B.,  D.P.H., 

R,C,P,  S.  Edin,  and  R,  F,  P.  S.  Glas. 

Hay,  1944. 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  im  SOGI/\L  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ARE/l. 


irca  (in- acres)  ... 

irumber  of  inhabited  heuson:  (end  of  1943) 
according  to  Rate  Book  ... 

Pnteablc  -Value  -.  . . . , . • • • 

Sui'*  represented  by  .a  penny  rate 


6,370 

5,550  approx, 
£105,3Mf 
£395 


In  the  above  and  follo\'/lng  statistics,  several 
routine  details  are  omitted,  as  non-essential. 
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SXm'.CTS  FROIJ  VIT/Jj  STATISTICS  OF  THE  TSAR. 

EngloiK^  and  Wales* 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Civilian  Population:- 

Live  Births:  16.5  "Still  Births:  0*51  Deaths:  12*1 
Rate  per  1,000  live  Births: 

. ...  . ' Deaths  under  1 year  uf  age:  49  ■ ■ 

Benfleet  U,  D.  C. 


Live  Bi2?ths< 

Total, 

H. 

P. 

Total  •'  ■ 

254 

137 

117 

' ' Legitimate  - ; a.”- 

237 

126 

111 

Illegitimate' 

17 

11 

6 

Still  Births: 

. ; Total 

15 

• 6 

9 

Legitimate., 

14 

5 

9 

Illegitinato' 

1 

1 

Deaths : ■ 

252 

122 

130 

r»'.- 


..When  conpared  vn.th  the  figures  for  1942,  the  1943 
Birth  Rate''for  the  Beni'lcct  Urban  District  shows  an  increase, 
whilst , the  1943  Death  Ra.te  is  also  increased.  The 

CanpcirabiXity  Tactor  is  net  available  for  either  year,  owing 
to  war  com  it  ions. 


Deaths  fren  puerper.al  causes: 

Puerperc-1  sepsis  .*  Nil. 

Other  natemeJ-  causes  . . Nil. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  a.ge: 

Total  nunber- -of. -infant  deaths  .. 

.-./ill  infants  per  1,000  live  births  9. 

Legitmate  inf  ants,  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  • . • • - . . 

- -Illegitinato  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitirmte 
live  births  . . * . •• 

Deaths  frcQ  Cancer  (oj.1  ages.).  • ..  .. 

Deaths  frao  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  •• 


Deaths  fra.i  Whooping';  Cough  (all  a.ges)  •• 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years  of  age) 


12 

47.2 

50.6 

37 


SECTION  B.  GENEEU'Di  PROVISION  OP  rPMiTH  SERVICES  POR  THE  AREA. 


In  respect  of  (a)  Labora.tor;^-  Facilities,  (b)  iurbulrnce 
Facilities,  fc)  Nursing  in  the  Hone,  (d)  Treatr-icnt  Centres  and 
Clinics  and  (e)  Hospitals,  there  are  no  essential  changes  to  note. 
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SECTION  C.  S/JCTT/Jg  CIRCPI-.15T.ANCES  OF  THE 


Water  Supply*  Approxiniatcly  95  per  oentt  of  the  cfwellirg 

houses  and  of  the  population  in  this  distriot  are  supplied  vidth  \7ater  fra.! 
the  nains  of  the  Southend  Watcrvvoricp  O^brapii^. ' ' The  supply  is  constant, 
sufficient  in  quantity  and  of  high  quaiit;y,  Tvro  sor.:ples  of  this  vmter 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  sulxiitted  for  exanination.  Both  were 
highly  satisfactory,  total  of  5>461  dwolling  houses  were  oonnected 

vvlth  the  Mains  at  Becenher,  1943*  ■ • 

Of  the  3 per  cent,  of  the  dw'clling  houses  and  population  of  this 
district  not  connected  to  the  nain  water  supply,  the  Majority  rely  upon 
supplies  fron  rainvvo.tcr  tanlos,  A few  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  "by 
shallow  wells.  No  ccnplaints  of  shortage  of  water  were  received  during 

1943 1 "but  owing  to  the  snail  anount  of  rainfall  during  the  surxier  and  winter, 
the  level  of ’the  water  in  r.iany  of  the  tanlcs  and,,>YQlls\wa.s,  far  helov;  average, 
GeneraJ-ly,  the  supply  is  sufficient  in  quantity  , and  rbabonable  in  quality, 

T\7o  sonples  fren  private  supplies  v/efe.  autaitted' ' for  chcnical  o.nd  baoterio- 
Icgical  exaninatiom  . " One  \7as  satisfactory  and , -one  v/-as  unsatisfactory. 

The  unsatisfactory  sanplo  v/as  tal«on  fron  a., -Well  supplying  four  cottcagos, 
Rmediol  neasures  v/efe  talceni  , . 


Drainagei  Buring  the,.yctti^-four  prer-iises  Were  connected  tq';  the 
Sower,  and  extensions  of  Iraprovcnonts  wef b.  carfiO^  out  to  the  drainage 
cf  nine  existing  buildings*. 

Public  Cleansing*  This  Service  functioned  satisfactorily 
••during  the  year*  Efforts'  to  salvage  all  Materials  of  value  to  the  v;ar 
effort  were  intensified  and  the  results  oarparQ  satisfactorily  with  those 
of  other  districts  of  a sii-iilnr  character*'  dustbins  were  sold  to 

property  c-Tners, 


Visits  and  Inspections,  L total  of  2,479  visits  and  inspections 
vrere  Made  during  the  year. 


Factories  Act,  1937»  65  inspections ■'Vircre  Made  and  3 defects 

vrerc.- -rcMedied  rfter  verbal  notices*  . . , 

Bis  infect  ion,  45  houses  v/ero  disinfected  after  the  occurrence 

of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  ; , ,,v. 

Ceneral,  173  coMplalnts  were -received  regarding'  the \ foll-6\7ing 
natters;-  • - .v  ; , ■■■-' 

Subject,  " • -r  ’•v"  ‘No,  of  - Gonplaints* 

Lack  of  suitable  dustbins  89 


Housing  defects’. 

Inadequate  cr  defective  drainage. 
Iliscellanecus , 

Obstructed  ditches,’ 

Pollution  of  water  supplies, 
^j-Lnals  inprqperly  kept, 
Infestaticn  by  bugs  or  fleas. 
Infestation  by  27at3  - or  vnice. 


38"" 

ligg 

7. 

('■  ‘ 

: 

5.. 

' 4. 

'3 


4. 


Action  taken* 

' P^eiiniha2:3'^' Nptic'^s'’  served  v ■.  ■ ■ - ■^55 

.'-VerBal- Notices 'T  '■'"•1 '•  A',,  17  • 

.'.v.-v  Advice- given  ■ V-’".'’':'  ' 5 ''  '■ 

'■  i 

Not  within  the  purviev/-  of  *the  Public  Health  I4 

Departnent 

- V.-.--  ' - ■ 173  • ■' 

. ; 4 Statut9iy\J^otic^\  under -the.  Public  Health.  Act  and  3 under  the 
Housing  .Act  were' 

, 1 notice^ was  fierved  on.  investigation  after  infectious  disease.  ■ • 
Notices  conpTied  ^7ith.  . 

. r , . • : 1 ' r 

statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Act 
■ . Statutory,  Notices.,  Housing  Act. 

Prelininaiy  Notices.  124 

■.^.Verbal  Notices,  : P 1? 

: g;: rp ■.  ^ ■ 145 


SECTION  D.  ^ HQUSII^. 

Fitness  of  Houses.  House-to-house  inspections  under  the 
Housing  ( Consolidated)  Reghla'ti ©hs , -1 923  and  *1^2- were  suspended -.in 
Septeaber,  1939>  owing  to  other  calls  being  nade  on  the  tine  of  the 
Designated  Officers,  and  to  the  difficulty  ovmers  would  experience  where 
extensive 'repairs  would  nake  d-^aands-  oh  iabour  and  nateriali-.'-  opa-ln 
October,  1943»  in  accordance  with  the  schene*  outlined'  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  2871  a surv^ey  of  the  Housing  needs  of  the  district  was 
corxiehced-and  by  the  end  of  the  year  ffcrk  was'  in  hand'  to  render-five 
vacant  dwelling  houses  fit  for  hunan  habitation.  Nine  Certificate 
of  Essentiality  were  issued. 

New  Houses,  No  new  houses  were  ^erected  during  the  year. 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  PJD  SUPERVIS-ION  OF  FOOD.  - 

Milk  Supply,  At  Deceaberv'  1945,-:  6 farms  used  for  the  production 
of  milk  and  20  retail  purveyors  of  milk  v/ere  registered. 


- 30  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  of 
which  number  6 were  unsatisfactory.  Those-  fans  at  vdlich  the  ui^s  at  is  factor] 
samples  were  taken  were  given  advice  on  the  production  of  clean  milk,  and 
irprov^ents  were  effected.  Of  thh  saiip>les' taken,  18  were  of  undesignated 
milk  (4  unsatisfactory)  and  12  of  Accredited  milk  (2  unsatisfactory), 

Structujjal  alterations  v/ere  carried  out  to  t\70  cowsheds  during 
the  year,  . • ' 


Ivtilk  (special  Designa-tions)'  Orders,- ‘1938  and  1938, 
Dealer’s  Licences  were  issued  as  follows 


Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
P/isteuori  sed  milk 


6 

11 


3. 


Heat  gnd  other  foods.  ■ ^-i.39  visits  v/ere  nade  to  the  Ministry 

of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Cross  Parn,  Hadloigh,  and  6,703  caroases  were 
inspected;  of  these  806  wei'’e  co\ys,  381  of  which  were  affected  in  sane 
degree  by  tuberculosis®  All  neat  foimd  to  be  unfit  for.  hunan  consunption 
was  suitably  disposed  of  by  the  Minis'’:'''’yr  . , 


Feed  and  Pru^Ys  Act,  ,1938®  216  visits  were  nade  to  various-  . 
food  prei'-iises  during  the  year  and  the  following  foods  were  surrendered  by 
food  traders  as  being  unfit  for  hunan  consujuption: - 


630  cans  nilk®  232  cans  neat*  159  cans  fruit® 
45  cans  vegetables®  39  cnis  soup.  30 -cans  Jano 
180  Ibsi  bheeses  108^lb3.>  bacon,  341'bs«  cakoo 
iy  ibso  tuttero  ‘■!6lbs®  n-irgarine®  6-^lbs9  sugar® 
nilk  (7  pints). 


69  cans  fish. 
384  eggs, 
26-^113  tea. 

1 tin  dried 


Ths  usua,l  sorjpli:ng  was  c^irried  oiit  107  the  Essex  County  Council- 
who  are  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area* 

The  facts  and  figic.-es  shown  under  Sections  G,  D and  E 'have  been 
provided  by  the  Senior  Saritar-y  Iilspecboro 


SECTION  F.  :ATID_ CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

' . ' AND  Glffi®  DJSEA^T 


The  bill  of  health  of  the  District  for  . 1943  is  a very  good  one, 
ajid  there  are  no  natters  of  outstanding  inportajice  to  report  in  respect  of 
the  prevalence  of  infectious  d“\sea3es  during  the  year.  Particulars  of 
aJLl  cases  notified  \\'ill  be  found  irr-lao ' table  on  page  7» 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  incidence  .of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  district  a.s  compared  with  oth-jr  ^.^ears.  The  increase  was  apparent 
at  the  most  usual  season  cf  the  yerr,  ..irmely,  the.  autunn,  and  the  ages 
affeoted  were  particulaz’ly  children  school  age,  in  the  second  five  years., 
of  life,  which  is  customar^^c. 

There  was  a slig.ht  undue  p:7rv:‘-lence  of  nsasles  which  was  epidemic 
throughout  the  country. 

Scabies.  The  clinic  established  at  the  First  Aid  Post  was 

available  at  any  ti^e  by , appointment  for  the  out-patient  treatment  of 
patients,  in  conjuration  v/ith  the  nursing  staff  of  the  Casualty  Services, 
Civil  Defence,  attached  to  the  Post,  b^'’  brrangenent  .with  the  Scheme- 
making  Authority, 

The  treatment  vh-ich  is-giVviii  on  a "family  unit"  basis  involves 
a bath  and  the  use  of  25  per  cent®  emulsion  of  Ber.syl  Benzoate  as  recar.mended 
in  the  Mocorandun  of  the  Minis'^ry  of  Healtii,  22S/Med, , revised  June,  1942a 

The  fell  owing  table  shaws  the  miber  of  notifications  received 
during  the  year,  and  the  n-nber  of  patinsts  treated 


N ct  i f ic  at  ierxs . 

f •',-T 

i/o-' 

5g1^5^yrs, 

Under  5 yrs. 

Total, 

Jar.,  - Dec,  43 
Treatments ; 

48 

51 

20 

119 

Mar,  - Dec.  43 

73 

61 

28 

162^ 

Cf  tliis  r-umber,  male  were  treated  by  the  Sanitary 

Ir^p enters. 


In  --^a,  t}- 

patient  hospital  -^r^al. — . - 

^duA-! 

4 


■;llcf.7ing  patients  received  in- 
5-1 5 Total, 

4 3 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

' ‘ Regulation  33B  does  not  cone  within  the  purview  of  the  local 

sanita^ry  authority,  " . ^ 

Diphtheria  'Irinunisation, 

The  scherae  in  this  district  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  hut 
the  niigratory  nature  of  the  population  adds  to  the  local  difficulties. 

The  fact  that  there  were  only  two  confimed  notified  cases  cf  - 
diphtheria  during  the  year  tended  to  cause  parents  of  children  to  he  nore 
conplacent  in  respect  of  accepting  the  offer  of  free  ir-iraunisation,  although 
the  figures  in  respect  of  the  5"15  years  grou^)  for  this  district  are  very 
satisfactory. 

At  the  end  of  Decenher,  19A3>  "the  percentage  of  child  population 
considered  to  he  ir.inunised  was  as  hereunder:- 

Under  3 years,  5 "15  years. 

58.-4fo  93.-4-^ 

The  one  death  fron  diphtheria  during  the  year  was  ccnplicated 
v/ith  pneunonia,  and  the  patient  had  not  heen  previously  imunised, 

Tuherculosis, 

I aio  unaware  of  any  undue  incidence  of  this  disease  associated 
with  any  local  cause  or  condition.  The  najority  of  the  cases  cone  fraa 
the  Greater  London  ai^a,  having  alrea.dy  been  notified,  and  are  transfers 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuherculosis)  Regulations,  1930* 

-•  During  1932,  28  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified:- 


Hale, 

Female, 

Total, 

Pulnonary, 

12 

12 

24 

Non-Pulnonary . 

2 

2 

4 

It  is  regretted  that  durin,;  the  year,  there  were  eight  deaths 
fron  tuherculosis;- 

I.iale,  Fenale,  Totals 

Pulnohary  5 2 1 ' ■ ' - 

Non-Pulnonary  - 1 ..  1 „ . 


p’if^uroG  in  ijrirenthcaes  irulicate  the  nur.iher  of  canes  in  which  tlio  din^inosis 

was  unconfiinec]. 
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Scao’let  fever  . 

Diphtheria  ^ 

Acute  Prinary  & Influenzal 
Pneunonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  • 

Measles  • • • • 

Whooping  Cough  • • 

Jaundice  (as  frar  Dec,  43) 

NOTIPIABIiE 

DISEASE. 

-V 
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DISEASES  (OTHEIR  TM  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURIN&  THE  YEAR  1%3. 


